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came upon me through my own fault. But he
showed the strongest desire to have the work
done, and the most perfect willingness to arrange
preliminaries. I therefore, not discerning that he
was more a merchant than a duke, dealt very
frankly with his Excellency, just as if I had to do
with a prince, and not with a commercial man*
I sent in my petition, to which he replied in large
and ample terms. The memorandum ran as fol-
lows: "Most rare and excellent my patron, peti-
tions of any validity and compacts between us of
any value do not rest upon words or writings;
the whole point is that I should succeed in my
work according to my promise; and if I so suc-
ceed, I feel convinced that your most illustrious
Excellency will very well remember what you
have engaged to do for me." This language so
charmed the Duke both with my ways of acting
and of speaking that he and the Duchess began to
treat me with extraordinary marks of favour*

Being now inflamed with a great desire to be-
gin working, I told his Excellency that I had
need of a house where I could instal myself and
erect furnaces, in order to commence operations
in clay and bronze, and also, according to their
separate requirements, in gold and silver. I knew
that he was well aware how thoroughly I could
serve him in those several branches, and I re-
quired some dwelling fitted for my business. In